
 
 

 
A 5-day extension tour to CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 

17-21 November 2014 
Price:  £1000 

(minimum six participants) 
 

 
 

During these five full days in Cape Town, we will explore various birding sites and other attractions:  
    

- The Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden  - one of the finest botanical garden in the world, beautifully situated 
on the slopes of Table Mountain.  Here, we will encounter an array of native plants, many of which are pollinated 
by birds and we should see some endemics, such as the Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird and Malachite 
Sunbird.      

-  Cape of Good Hope Reserve - the south-westernmost tip of Africa, rich in history and botanical diversity.  
Cape “fynbos” vegetation is confined almost entirely to the Cape Town region (Western Cape) and classified as 
one of the six biomes of the world.  It is one of the richest biodiversity hotspots on Earth and this reserve is no 
exception.  With its diverse habitat, ranging from rocky hills and cliffs to beaches, open sea and vast expanses of 
fynbos, the Cape of Good Hope  provides good access to a number of endemics and localized birds and mammals, 
such as Cape Mountain Zebra, Chacma Baboon, Genet and eight species of antelopes, including the Bontebok, 
once considered to be the rarest antelope in the world.  

- Strandfontein Sewage Works - one of the top ten coastal sites for waterbirds in South Africa.  We will find 
here outstanding number of interesting species, including flamingos, waders, gulls, terns and many passerines. 

- Intaka Island – an interesting wetland in the middle of residential development with plethora of waterbirds.    
- Table Mountain – a cable car will take us to the summit, where a spectacular view stretches over Cape 

Town harbour and the city itself.   
- A pelagic trip - rich in nutrients, the cold Benguela current around Cape Town supports one of the highest 

concentrations of seabirds in the world.  Altogether, up to 30 species of seabirds can be seen on a single trip, with 
Black-browed, Grey-headed and Yellow-nosed Albatrosses, Southern, Northern Giant, Pintado, Wilson’s Storm, 
Soft-plumaged and White-chinned Petrels, Great and Sooty Shearwaters, and Arctic and Subantarctic Skuas being 
the most obvious.     

- A whale-watching trip - the trip will take us around Dyer Island inhabited by 14,000 penguins and 
cormorants and the Geyser Rock which is home to 60,000 Cape Fur Seals.  At this time of the year, seeing the 
Southern Right Whale is guaranteed and there is a possibility of encountering Humpback and Bryde’s Whales as 
well.  The area is also famous for Great White Sharks which are seen on 80% of the trips.  This is probably the 
only place in the world where one can view an impressive whale and a Great White Shark on the same boat trip.  

- The Harold Porter Botanical Garden.  Here, we will explore different parts of this fabulous garden, where 
we should get good views of some fynbos endemic birds, such as Cape Batis, Cape Siskin, Cape Bulbul, Cape 
White-eye, Cape Canary, Protea Canary and Sombre Greenbul.  We will wind our way along the scenic coastal 
drive via Rooiels and up the historic Sir Lowry's Pass in the Hottentots Holland Mountains overlooking False 
Bay, where we will stop in search of two fynbos endemics, the Cape Rockjumper and Victorin's Warbler.   

- A visit to the Western Cape would not be complete without tasting its fabulous wines.  In between our bird 
watching trips, we will visit the winelands.  Here, we will have the opportunity to sample Cape wines and 
experience the rich historical and architectural tradition of the area.  In their lovely restaurants with superb views 
over picturesque vineyards and valleys, we will tantalize our tastebuds with good food and fine wine.  

 

The tour in Botswana will finish on 16 November and you will fly to Cape Town at your own cost.  You will 
be collected from the airport and transported to the lodge.  The accommodation for the night and an evening 
meal are included in the price.  The birdwatching tour in Cape Town though starts the next day.  This 
extension tour is part of the 11-day birdwatching tour of the Western Cape; if you wish to join a full tour, 
please let me know.   


